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From London Road Station Partnership, lrsp@hotmail.co.uk 
Co-ordinator: Elspeth Broady, elspeth_broady@msn.com. 07709 069486 

(further information on our blog: londonrdstationpartnership.wordpress.com) 

 
1. Tell us about your residents’ involvement in your street/community garden.  
 

 The LRSP (local residents) has created two small plots from waste land at our local 
station. In the edible growing area, we built raised beds, using old scaffolding planks 
from businesses working locally, with soil donated by local residents, and compost 
donated by a local business (Veolia). The shady garden is planted with plants donated 
by local people, with planters donated by a local business (The Garden House).  

 We have also set up a group of local volunteers to plant and maintain four large 
municipal planters at Preston Circus, supported by a cash donation from a local 
business (The Preston Circus Pharmacy), with water provided by the local Sussex Fire 
and Rescue station and (shortly) from a water butt sited at the local Calvary 
Evangelical Church. 

 We have set up a community composting facility, particularly for local people living 
in flats, now used by 20+ registered composters 

 We have set up two public herb planters on the station forecourt, where local people 
can pick herbs.  

 
We further involve and inform our neighbours through: 

 Chatting and showing people around our gardens - sometimes this is the major 
activity of work sessions – and sharing gardening knowledge 

 Our Open Events (10 since our launch in April 2011): e.g. our Mini-orchard launch 
(March 2012 – attended by 50+) when local residents helped to plant our cordoned 
local fruit trees, followed by an apple-based lunch, or our Seed-sowing day (April 2013 
– attended by 30+), where we planted herb and vegetable seeds with neighbours and 
visitors, supported by the RHS ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ scheme. 

 Regular reports to the local residents’ associations (DRARA and SSRA) and London 
Road LAT 

 Displays and leaflets at the station, and our blog (londonrdstationpartnership.wordpress.com). 
 
 

2. How many residents/ businesses are part of your group? 
 

We are around 10 active gardeners, plus a further 20 registered members who support 
events, help with works and contribute to community composting. 
 
We work in partnership with Southern Rail and Network Rail. We have been supported by 
5 local businesses: A.A. Taylor Joinery (next to the station), Drink in Brighton (who own 
two pubs either side of the station), Preston Circus Pharmacy (for the Preston Circus 
planters), Veolia (Recycling) and The Garden House. 

mailto:lrsp@hotmail.co.uk
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3.  How regularly do you meet? 
 

 We meet regularly on a Tuesday afternoon, usually once a week during the 
gardening season.  

 We meet periodically on Saturdays for the Preston Circus planters.  

 We have a watering rota for both Preston Circus planters and LRSP gardens. 

 We regularly have get-togethers (e.g. Harvest supper, Christmas tea) and public 
Open Events (see above) 
 

 
4. How does your group fundraise?  
 

 We started by self-funding, with some support from Southern Railway (e.g. water 
butts, wood-chip).  

 We have successfully applied for small grants from Brighton & Hove City Council 
(2012-13), Brighton & Hove Food Partnership (2012-13, and as part of the Big Dig 
national scheme) and from St Peter’s North Laine Community First (for Preston 
Circus planters). For 2014, we have applied to the Sussex Police Community Pay-
back fund. 

 We also invite small donations from visitors at Open Events. 

 We benefit from donations in kind from local residents and businesses.  

 

5. How does your group make decisions 
 

 We make day-to-day decisions together informally at our Tuesday sessions 
(over a cup of tea after gardening) or by e-mail consultation. We use e-mail to 
canvass views on decisions generally.  

 The Coordinator may take decisions, usually after e-mail consultation with the 
gardening group or wider LRSP membership, or discussion with the other three 
members of the LRSP Committee.  

 Based on our constitution, we hold an AGM for all LRSP members once a year to 
review decisions taken and undertake forward planning.  

 We use our blog to let everybody/anybody know what we are doing. 

 We consult regularly with Southern Railway and Sussex Community Rail 
Partnership (umbrella organisation for station partnerships) and report on our 
activities monthly to the local residents’ association DRARA. We also report 
regularly to neighbouring SSRA (Springfield Rise and Area Residents Association) 
and the London Road Local Action Team (in connection with Preston Circus 
planters). 
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6. How does your group contribute to community spirit? 
 

 We aim to create spaces that everybody can take an interest in, and enjoy and 
provide a focus for shared activity and interaction in our community. A bit to our 
surprise, it seems to have worked!  

 

 Our local community (neighbours, station users) has engaged with us and clearly 
takes pride in the station gardens: 

 
 Neighbours spontaneously donate plants, seeds, pots and sundries, they attend our 

open events, drop by for a chat or to consult on gardening matters.  
 People bring guests and friends to see the gardens (e.g. a local resident who conducts 

historical guided walks in the area now has the gardens as a point on her walks).  
 Commuters tell us how nice it is to see flowers and greenery at the start and the end of 

the working day. Passers-by stop at Preston Circus to admire the planters. 
 We often welcome passing children, fascinated by a garden in an unusual place, and 

their families. (We have a special mini watering-can, which gets used regularly, and 
seeds to take away).  

 We’ve been supported – in most cases, unsollicited - by our local businesses.  
 We’ve been proud to be used as a case study by local council officers (Francesca   ) 

and cited as an example of good practice (Brighton to Seaford Community Rail 
Partnership Steering Group) 

 

 Perhaps the most important spin-off from all this is that the station partnership 
gardens have shown what ‘we’ (local people ) can do:  
 
 Two small areas of littered waste land can be transformed into beautiful and productive 

gardens without them being ‘trashed’. And people do take the time to notice them. 
 We can deter tagging by regularly painting out tags. 
 We can replant and maintain planters at a major thoroughfare (Preston Circus), again 

without them being significantly damaged. 
 When herbs are made available for public use, people don’t cut them indiscriminately, 

nor do they damage/try to steal the planters.  
 We’ve shown that the efforts we’ve put in have been positive for us, and that we can 

sustain them, getting support and recognition in return: from our local councillors and 
MP, other community groups, various grant-awarding organisations and, of course, the 
railway companies themselves (we’re very proud to have been nominated for 
Southern’s Community Station of the Year award).  

 

 So, unknowingly at first, and in a very small way, we think we may have reinforced 
trust and positive thinking in our community, by demonstrating some surprises:  
 
 yes, Southern Railway supports our activity wholeheartedly (and doesn’t charge us 

rent);  
 yes, anybody can – and does – come and garden, or just ‘be’ with us, whatever their 

knowledge, skill, motivation;  
 yes, local people have been very responsible composters;  
 yes, people and businesses have made unsolicited donations ‘no-strings attached’;  
 no, we’ve had no arguments about who gets the produce (it’s available to those who 

work in the garden, or those who visit: the informal system has worked well).  
 no, we’ve seen very little damage to the gardens or planters over our 2 years;  
 yes, crime at the station has reduced over the 2 years we’ve been working there (and 

we’ve been told that our presence has probably been a key factor in this). 
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 We welcome all contributions. We garden with who, and what, we have: our 
shady garden is planted almost entirely with donated plants, plus some purchased 
annuals) and we try to find ways of involving anybody who’s interested, whatever 
they have to offer, and engage with all who drop by. We pool gardening knowledge 
and expertise, and have found ways of exploiting different people’s skills: e.g. A 
does risk assessment, B makes videos, C looks after the compost and organises 
storage, D has visual flair, E is good at germinating seed, F loves potting on. 
 

 It feels patronising to detail the diversity of people who come to the garden, but it is 
a source of delight that on any one Tuesday, we may be working with a 77-year-old 
lady from a local residential home who loves creating hanging baskets, swapping 
gardening tips with the street drinkers, updating regular visitors on the growth of our 
mini-orchard of local apples, showing young children passing by with their families 
how beans grow, or offering a young man living in a flat with no garden freshly-cut 
chard for supper and an opportunity to compost. 
 

 We seem, unwittingly, to have created a virtuous circle: we enjoy what we do and 
are proud of what we’ve achieved, so our wider community also enjoys what we do 
and is proud of it. Perhaps that’s a definition of community spirit? 
 
A final word – some (fairly typical) entries from our Visitors’ Book: 
 
 Brilliant! Such a wonderful thing to do. Inspiring.  (JL, 29/6/13) 

 Great for local ideas.(DS, 29/6/13) 

 I love the garden. It makes me happy to see it every morning.(KS, 29/6/13) 

 Great idea. I learned lots – really inspiring (RA, 29/6/13) 

 Makes you optimistic! Well done! (CH, 29/6/13 

 Love helping you (C, aged 11, 7/5/13) 

 Lovely day with my neighbours (SD, 14/4/13) 

 Really good idea (public seed sowing) and very helpful for all those gardening, 
beginners and more experienced (AB, 14/4/13) 

 Fantastic idea – encouraging grow your own and community spirit (CW, 14/4/13) 

 Even in foul weather conditions, the garden shone with warmth and friendliness – great 
(AB, 16/3/13) 

 What a great idea – inspiring stuff. (HD, 2/2/13) 

 Brilliant use of waste land (BR, 15/9/12) 

 Wonderful to see a station surrounded by veg! (CM, 15/9/12) 

 Lovely – have so enjoyed watching it grow (SK, 15/9/12) 

 Great project – we admire it every day (SA 23/6/12) 

 I’m going to try the apple tree technique on my wall (C, 24/4/12) 

 Fantastic idea to bring the community together (TT, 11/3/12) 

 Wonderful example of community in action (CL, 11/3/12) 

 Community spirit, connections! (GS, 11/3/12) 

 Looks amazing and lovely for the community (MHM, 11/3/12) 
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Emails of support (originally sent for application to Sussex Policy Community Pay-back 
fund). Originals available on request.  
 
E-mail from A. A. Taylor Joinery, adjacent business 
Sent: 11 July 2013 17:35:45 
To:  'elspeth broady' (elspeth_broady@msn.com) 
Dear Elspeth.  
We have been happy to support the work of the London Road Station Partnership. The gardens they have 
created at the station (adjacent to our premises) have enhanced the area and are appreciated by residents 
and visitors.The Partnership is a very enthusiastic organisation and we would like to think that their presence 
contributes to deterring crime in the area. 
Andy & Sue Taylor 

E-mail from Bonnie Scovell, local PCSO 
From: Andree.Scovell@sussex.pnn.police.uk. 
Sent: 11 July 2013 17:22:36 
To:  elspeth_broady@msn.com 
  
[…] The partnership report regularly to the Ditchling Rise and Area Residents' Association meetings, which I 
attend, and I often meet up with the members of the working group in and around the station. 
Their activities have been very positive for the local area, giving residents a sense of pride in their station 
and increasing regular presence in the area, contributing no doubt to a greater sense of security and to the 
reduction of crime. The proposed project will strengthen their visibility and build on what they have already 
achieved. 
Bonnie  
Andree Scovell  
Police Community Support Officer 29349  
Neighbourhood Policing Team - North Laines  
Tel: 101 Ext: 50418 Mobile 07717 785514 

Email from Karen Barnes, Southern Railway 

From: Barnes, Karen (Karen.Barnes@southernrailway.com) 
Sent: 12 July 2013 08:48:35 
To:  lrsp@hotmail.co.uk (lrsp@hotmail.co.uk) 
[…] We have been very impressed with the partnership's work since their inception in 2011 in developing 
community involvement at the station and enhancing the local environment. We believe this has contributed 
directly to the reduction in the incidence of crime at the station, and the positive response of the local 
community. 
 I confirm that members of the London Road Station Partnership are covered by Public Liaibility Insurance 
while working in and around the station. They adhere to clear health and safety guidelines, set up by 
Southern, and have completed a satisfactory risk assessment. 
Karen Barnes 
Customer Experience Manager 
East Coast Way 
Tel: 07969648215 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Letter from Chris Sevink, Chair of Ditchling Rise and Area Residents’ Association 
[…] The London Road Station Partnership has shown that their commitment to achieving positive outcomes 
is exceptional. The creation of London Road Station vegetable and flower gardens on Station wasteland, the 
maintenance of planters at Preston Circus and the maintenance of the footbridge in keeping it graffiti free, 
has led to many positive comments from visitors and residents alike, who give the impression that people 
feel safer and that station crime is reduced. 
This further activity of setting up and developing planters at the Station would very positively contribute to a 
continued development of the Station area. […] 
The proposed inclusion of planters by the London Road Station Partnership would greatly support and 
complement the activities of the Residents Association and I would like to commend their application for 
funding to you. 
Yours faithfully 
 
Chris Sevink 
Chair, Ditchling Rise and Area Residents Association 
sevink@msn.com 
07758 498413 

 

mailto:sevink@msn.com
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Events: clockwise. Orchard planting (11.3.12), Fruit tree pruning (2.2.13), Autumn Big Dig Day (15.9.13), 
Spring Big Dig Day (16.3.13), Seed Sowing (14.4.13), Planting Preston Circus planters (27/4/13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shady ornamental garden: March 2011, March 2013, June 2013 

 
Edible growing area: March 2011, June 2012, August 2013 
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Preston Circus Planters: March 2012, August 2012, June 2013 

 
 
Public herb planters, station forecourt 
April 2013 

 


